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ingly the framers of the peace treaties provided Poland with a narrow
strip of land along the lower Wista and a small section of the Baltic
coast. Danzig, the natural port of the Wista Valley, was not given
outright to Poland, but became a neutral territory under the League of
Nations. Though a free city, it is joined to Poland in a customs union,
and Poland controls its foreign affairs. The problem of the city is
complicated, and its relation with its natural hinterland is rendered
more difficult due to the fact that some 90 per cent of its population is
German. Because the Wista, like most Polish rivers, needs dredging
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and works of regulation before it will be important as a carrier of
commerce, most freight between Poland and Danzig moves by rail.

The Poles desired a port on their own territory, and accordingly,
at great expense, they constructed the port of Gdynia to the west of
Danzig. Here a new city has been laid out, a port equipped with1 the
most modern facilities. Its phenomenal growth may be seen from the
fact that its traffic increased from 9717 tons in 1924 to 3,626,000 in
1930. This port will take more and more commerce away from Danzig,
and will add to the economic difficulties of the latter city.

Both the Corridor and the diked lands of the Wista delta are fertile,
and the inhabitants of these areas carry on a progressive type of agri-
cult^re similar to that of Poznan. However, the problems of this region
are political rather than economic. The large German minorities which
it contains and the fact that it cuts off and isolates an important section